
Affordable housing is no longer just a political aspiration – it’s a key
priority for national and local government alike, given added urgency
by the current pressures on everyone’s basic living costs and the
credit crunch.

The rapid rise in house prices across the north-east had already been
putting huge pressure on local authorities with more people looking
for help while council housing stocks dwindle as existing tenants
exercise their right to buy. In Aberdeenshire alone, the waiting list has
risen from just over 4,500 in 2006 to over 6,800, prompting councillors
to seek Scottish government consent for a freeze on council house
sales in towns and villages across the region.

Central to helping solve this chronic shortage of affordable homes
are the area’s housing associations, foremost among them
Aberdeenshire Housing Partnership (AHP) which is working together
with local authorities and the Scottish Government to deliver flexible
quality accommodation throughout the north-east.

AHP – a registered social landlord – was established in 1999, is based
in Aberdeenshire and already owns and manages more than 700
homes for rent. Chief Executive Colin Hawkins said: “We know that
high quality housing in places where people want to live is important
for the well-being of families and communities and we’re doing our
bit to help meet the north-east’s needs.”

In the past year, more than 80 new AHP homes in Newmachar, Alford
and Sauchen have been completed and are now let, while the first
phase of another 80-home development was signed off in Peterhead.

Mr Hawkins said: “All our new homes have been built to the highest

These properties have been let to people with a range of requirements,
including specific health and disability needs. This impressive track
record was recently rewarded in the Learning Disabilities category of
the Excellence Network: Partnership Working when AHP was
recognised for collaborating with the National Autistic Society and
Aberdeenshire Council to design, build and let a block of self-contained
special needs flats.

AHP is more than a social landlord: projects now under way include
a proportion of affordable homes for sale including 12 of the 58
properties being built in Fraserburgh’s Marconi Road. Subject to
planning consent, 12 of the 61 homes planned for Deveron Road in
Huntly will also be available for sale, through the LIFT initiative.

Both developments see AHP broaden its role to become a true
affordable housing pioneer, with sustainability at the heart of all design
decisions and the new communities built to Home Zone standards
which put the pedestrian first.

At the heart of AHP’s success lies a forward-looking, dynamic board
of volunteer directors chaired by Mike Scott who has brought nearly
30 years of local government experience to the role. He is also a
director of SCARF (Save Cash and Reduce Fuel).
Other members are:
Hazel Al-Kowarri, also chair of the Aberdeenshire Federation of
Tenants and Residents Association and a founder member of the
Tenant Participation Promotion Team with Aberdeenshire Council.
Brian Topping, an AHP founder member and local councillor for
Fraserburgh and District.
Newest member Gill Mathieson, Chief Executive of Grampian Credit
Union and former deputy manager at Aberdeen Citizens’ Advice
Bureau.

NEXT GENERATION: The regeneration project in Marconi Road, Fraserburgh, embraces AHP’s vision for the future and strong
commitment to working with local people to develop real communities focused on sustainable housing and people-friendly environments.

A vision for tomorrow’s communities

Mr Scott, pictured, said:

EXCELLENCE REWARDED: Involved in achieving the Excellence
Network: Partnership Working award were (left to right) AHP
Chief Executive Colin Hawkins; Theresa Brailsford, Senior
Housing Officer, and John Bruce, Clerk of Works for New
Developments.

All our new homes have been built to the highest
standards, with energy efficiency and safety paramount
considerations throughout the design and build process.

     We welcome all new additions to
our board to further enhance the depth
and  breadth of experience we already
have. If you are interested in finding
out more about supporting AHP in this
way, please do get in touch.

To find out more about AHP or how to
become a volunteer director phone
01467 644121; enquiries@a-h-p.org.uk
www.a-h-p.org.uk


